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The bulls are back

PETA: A child's nightmare

Sen. Jesse Helms pays a visit

The bulls were slinging their cowboys
during Bull Bucking in Boonsboro last
Friday night.

Opinion denounces PETA's tactic to
push their agenda on children.

The former U.S. Senator and conservative
superpower comes to convocation tomorrow
See page A2

See page A6

See page B4
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Opinions clash in
Bush-Kerry debate
By Linda Laferriere
NEWS REPORTER

PHOTO PROVIDED

PINNING CEREMONY—ROTC Cadet Katie Winwood receives her wings this summer at Military Airborne School in Fort Benning, Ga. She was
involved in an accident when her parachute failed to open after she jumped out a plane flying 500 feet in the air.

DANGEROUS MISSION: ROTC Cadet Katie
Winwood earns her wings the hard way
By Richard Gretsky
NEWS REPORTER

When she was offered a slot in
Military Airborne School, ROTC
Cadet Katie Winwood, a junior at
Liberty, jumped at the prestigious
opportunity.
"It's the first time in the history of
Liberty that anyone has been given a
slot," Winwood said.
After three months of training,
Winwood left her home in Pittsburgh
and flew to Fort Benning, Ga., to
begin Airborne School.
"Airborne School is a three week
course consisting of Ground Week,
Tower Week and Jump Week,"
Winwood said.
According to Winwood, the first
week emphasizes "intense physical
training." The second week involves
instructing the students how do to a
proper Parachute Landing Fall.

During the third week "each student
must successfully complete five
jumps exiting a C130 and landing."
Winwood worked hard those three
weeks and the time came for her fifth
and final jump. Because of a delay in
the schedule, the final jump had been
moved to mid-day on the day before
the students' graduation.
"We were supposed to be done.
Everyone was excited, we knew we
were going to graduate," Winwood
said. "We had pretty much conquered our fears the day before."
The cadets had jumped out of
planes at 500 feet, been sucked under
the plane during the descent and
sometimes dealt with this while having 100-pound packs strapped to
their backs—even while jumping at
night.
According to Winwood, there were
"less than 30 seconds of drop zone
and you have to get 30 jumpers out of

Breakout session explores
politics and the pulpit
By Angela Franulovich
NEWS REPORTER

According
to
Jerry
Falwell, Jr., the general
counsel for Jerry Falwell
Ministries, journalists who
packed the first two rows of
the "Politics and the Pulpit"
sub-conference on Sept. 27
left the one-hour session
disappointed.
The journalists expected a
controversial call for civil
disobedience in the evangelical community.
Instead they heard Liberty
Counsel's founder and general counsel,
Matthew
Staver, outline the numerous rights that evangelical
pastors have under current
law. He also offered free
legal assistance to any
church challenged for political activism.
The "Politics and the
Pulpit" sub-conference was
held in the aftermath of
intimidating letters mailed

to
evangelical
pastors
around the country by the
Americans
United
for
Separation of Church and
State. It was also a response
to threats of stealth monitoring made to conservative
Kansas pastors.
A small organization
called the MAINstream
Coalition made these threats
prior to Protect Marriage
Sunday.
Both
organizations
warned pastors that their
church could lose its IRS
tax-exempt status if partisan
endorsements were made.
But according to Staver,
the threats issued by radicalleft groups such as the AU
and MAINstream are nothing more than an attempt to
silence those who are ignorant of their rights under
current law.
"No church has ever lost
their IRS tax-exempt status," he said.
Please see POLITICS, page A4

the plane."
For time and safety purposes, the
exiting was staggered. One student
would jump from the left door and
then one from the right and so on.
As Winwood prepared to jump
next, the student in front of her stutter-stepped. Though it was not
unusual, it caused problems that day.
When Winwood jumped, the cadet in
front of her hadn't fallen far enough
yet.
"As his chute was opening, I was
getting sucked under (the plane),"
Winwood said. "It crippled my
chute."
Winwood's legs were caught in a
fellow student's parachute and her
own parachute failed to open. The
other student's parachute started to
lose air and the two of them began to
fall at an alarming rate.
Please see WINWOOD, page A3

Several hundred students
gathered together in the
Vines Center on Thursday
Sept. 30 at 9 p.m. to watch
live coverage of the first of
three presidential debates
and then to listen to a live
debate
from
Liberty
University.
A representative from each
political party debated for 30
minutes concerning what
was said by President George
W. Bush and Sen. John
Kerry.
The idea to show
the presidential
debates was the
brainchild
of
Communications
Professor
Lee
Kendall.
"Several weeks
ago I was in a faculty meeting with the other communications professors and the
idea was tossed out to set up
an opportunity for the students to watch the debate,"
Kendall said. He then wanted students to have an
opportunity to question local
politicians.
Kendall contacted Nick
Steward, the director of voter
mobilization of the College
Republican Federation of
Virginia, C-Span, in order to
get permission to broadcast
the debate, and representatives from the Republican
and Democratic parties.
Steward co-hosts The
Right Night, a political talk
show on 90.9, on Thursday
nights from 6 to 8 p.m. with
Alex Mason.
According to Mason, there
was a need to start the political talk show because people
are interested in politics but
do not know how to get
involved, or do not see the
need to be involved.
The Right Night, along

with
the
Student
Government Association,
hosted the event.
Mason boils down his
involvement in politics by
saying that, "As a Christian
my duty is to be a good citizen, and as a good citizen my
duty is to be involved in politics."
Students present at the
debate broadcast were not all
publicly in support of
President Bush. Some students cheered when the
Democratic representative in
the debate panel, Rob
Daniel, asked the students if
they were in favor of
Kerry for president.
"I realize that
most
Liberty
University students
are
Christians.
However, I believe
that
they
are
Christians
first
and
Republicans second," Daniel
said.
Daniel is a grass-roots volunteer for Kerry's presidential campaign and works as a
Web designer in Virginia.
"I have never received a
penny for my involvement
and I believe that I am so
passionate about politics
because I was living in New
York City during the terrorist
attacks. The issue that is
determining how I vote is
homeland security," Daniel
said. "I think that Bush
should have waited for more
allies to come along beside
us, before he sent the troops
over to Iraq."
Ben
Summers,
the
Republican representative in
the debate panel, said that,
"The Republican party is a
party of freedom."
Student Anatole Cronrath
went up to Summers after
the debate to personally
thank him for standing up
for Bush.
Please see DEBATE, page A3

Liberty celebrates homecoming in style
part of the behind the scenes
work. "We've been setting up
NEWS REPORTER
since about 4 (p.m.)."
Then, hordes of staff carrying
Pastor
Dwayne
Carson
exclaimed, "Great fire!" as he burning torches rushed toward
looked at the giant ball of the tower. The wooden structure soon began to turn into
flame.
"It's a way for students to fel- cinder.
"I think the bands are really
lowship, to be together, and we
did this, since we're the talented. It's nice to be out,"
said Bonnie Smith. Soon after
Flames," Carson said.
Crowds gathered at 8 p.m., the fire was lit, the marshmaland a large stack of wood low grill was lighted and stucrates and boards were already dents gathered to spear the
assembled in a tall tower in the giant marshmallows.
center of the David's Place
The three acts drew lots of
parking lot.
people to the front of the stage,
Three bands were on hand to and many remarked on how
play at the bonfire. They were energetic they were.
Run Don't Walk, From Now
Others sat near the fire,
Until
August,
and
a admiring the amber flakes of
singer/songwriter by the name ash flitting into the air.
of Luke Smith.
Students were only allowed to
First to provide entertain- get within 10 feet of the fire and
ment was the lead singer of LUPD was on hand to make
Run Don't Walk, Matt MacKey. sure everyone was safe and no
He played acoustic guitar on one went past the barrier.
stage while students waited for
the fire to be lit.
"We're pretty excited," said
senior Caleb Jones, who was
By Joanne Tang

MATI TRENT

LEADING THE WAY — Dr. Jerry Falwell and his grandchildren cruise
through the homecoming parade last Saturday.

Please see HOMECOMING, page A4
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Jesse Helms visits LU tomorrow

odd behavior,
sign changes and
\\. bauer

By Sara Lesley
NKWS EDITOR

(food courtjourides

Earlier today as I was walking through brief moment, time stops. It's quite magthe halls of illustrious learning, I came ical. Not really.
upon a fellow scholar twirling in the hallI was at the mall once. You know those
way with his book bag. Embarrassed, he fun machines that they have next to the
stopped and said, "Hey," as if to excuse food court? For just 25 cents, you can
himself from the odd behavior. Two min- hop a ride to the moon on a space ship,
utes later I walked into my classroom and twirl for endless thrills on the merry-goknocked over a metal door.
round or ride the happy-smiling vacuum
Speaking of doors, why is it that on cleaner. (What is that about?) Anyway,
double glass doors, one acts as a mirror one kid was flying to the moon and
and the other one is more of a fun-house apparently there is a phone inside of it.
mirror widen- • — — ^ — — — — — — • — • • — — — (Maybe it wasn't the
space ship...but that
ing your body
"All around the world, for
would make the most
so much that
were you to that brief moment, time stops. sense..."Hey mom.
reach the door, It's quite magical. Not really." Just calling to let you
know I'm passing
there would be
by...Mars.")
a great fear of
So,
this
kid
is
yapping
on the toy phone,
getting through it. Then, you go back to
but
she's
like
two,
so
it's
not normal talk.
the other side and there is a great sigh of
It's
more
like
"YAAAYHAHAYEGINEGYrelief because you know you aren't that
big and you can fit through the door just EEHEAA" in a high-pitched non-threatening manner. It sounded like a scream
fine.
with syllables. And I'm wondering, is
There is a documentary called "Super
this how 2-year-olds see us talking on the
Size Me" in which a man eats McDonald's
phone? Maybe to them we're just
for 30 days straight and examines the
screaming idiots talking into a plastic
effects it has on his body. I watched most
device that has no chance of answering
of it. Halfway through, I had a craving for
back. That would make sense. So, next
some French fries (or if you prefer, "freetime you're on the phone, just go
dom fries"...whatever).
"YAAAYAHAGEJNGIAAA" and rememTwo days later I found myself at
ber those good old days when you were a
McDonald's with some friends waiting for
kid, when talking on the phone meant
the sign change. The "sign change" is one
that you had nothing sensible to say,
of those miraculous things in the world in
when it was just babble and pointless
which the breakfast menu, due to an
dribble. Of course some people can simamazing alignment of the sun around
ply be themselves to get that experience.
10:30 a.m., suddenly transforms into a
Or they can just twirl around in the hallbuffet of luncheon delights. Blink and
way with their bookbag.
you miss it. All around the world, for that

The new school of government will be dedicated
to conservative leader
Jesse Helms tomorrow.
The former senator from
North Carolina will speak
briefly in convocation
Wednesday morning after
Dr. Jerry Falwell formally
dedicates the school of
government in his name.
The Liberty University
Helms
School
of
Government will be a separate
school from the
school of business.
Helms served in the U.S.
Senate for 30 years before
retiring in January 2002.
During his time in
Washington, Helms was
one of the foremost conservative voices against gay
marriage,
governmentfunded pornography and
abortion.
"I fight for what I believe.
If you are not willing to
stand up for what you
believe, your beliefs are not
strong enough," Helms
said in 1984.
Helms is well-known for
his honest opinions. In the
last decade of his career,
Helms was one of the most
outspoken critics of former President Bill Clinton.
"Mr.
Clinton
better
watch out if he comes down
here (to North Carolina),"
Helms said in 1994. "He'd
better have a bodyguard."

PHOTO PROVIDED

CHEWING THE FAT — Sen. Jesse Helms and President Bush share a light
moment in the Oval Office. Helms will speak in convocation tomorrow.

Helms served for several
years as the Chairman of
the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.
Helms has received several awards for his career
in the Senate.
In 1973, Helms was the
first Republican to receive
the Golden Gavel, an award
given for presiding over the
Senate for more than 117
hours. He received a second Golden Gavel for presiding over the Senate
more than 120 hours in
1974.

Helms also holds the
Gold Medal of Merit from
the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the North
Carolina
American
Legionnaire Award.
Helms now resides in
Raleigh, N.C. with his wife
Dorothy. He recently wrote
his memoirs, which will be
published soon.
Contact Sara Lesley at
sllesley@liberty.edu.

Disney's'Beauty and the Beast'debuts
By Megan Joiner
NEWS REPORTER

MATT TRENT

BELLE OF THE BALL—Junior Hannah Hughes (left) is Belle in "Beauty and the Beast," which opened last weekend.
Senior Joshua Philpot (center) plays the Beast.

DEPOT
GRILLE

For thefirsttime, Disney is allowing a college
to perform one of its plays. After a month of
rehearsals, the Liberty University drama
department began its season with Disney's
Beauty and the Beast on Friday night.
"I got notice way in advance that they were
going to start offering this for colleges to do,
and because of my affiliation with the
Dramatist Guild, they let me have first dibs,"
Director Linda Nell Cooper said.
Beautiful sets, makeup and costumes, specifically designed for Liberty by the Costume Loft
of California, led the audience into a magical
realm. The story line is exactly the same as
Disney's animated version, complete with all
the musical scores, such as "Be Our Guest" and
"Beauty and the Beast." The actors are excited
to be doing a Disney production.
"In these costumes, we all feel like we should
be characters at Disney World," said junior
Hannah Hughes. "To be able to become this
story and this movie that people have watched
for years is so neat. I've wanted to be Belle ever
since I saw the movie! This is a dream come
true!"
"I would pick this as my favorite Disney
movie, and to be able to play this role of the
Beast is exciting. It's a magical show," said sen-

• ~ ^ - | The Liberty

«
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ior Joshua Philpot. Philpot also starred as
Edmond Dantes in last spring's "Monte Cristo:
The Musical."
"Doing a Disney movie is euphoric. It's a
classic fairytale. It's so respected and timeless,
and everyone can relate to it," senior Dave
Zimmerman said. Zimmerman plays Gaston.
Not only have the actors worked hard to
bring the musical together, but members of the
crew have worked as late as 6 a.m. so the set
would be ready for Friday's performance.
"The past two weeks I've been getting home
at two or three in the morning because I've
been working with the carpenters, so my hours
have been weird, but its definitely worth it,"
lighting designer April McWilliams said.
McWilliams is especially thrilled about the
design for the "Be Our Guest" scene.
"It's fun to get a show like this that requires a
little bit more, and using prosthetics is always a
fun challenge," makeup artist Lori Carter said,
as she placed the Beast's fangs onto Philpot's
chin.
The show is sure to be a hit with students. It
will run until Oct. 23, with shows on Friday and
Saturday, as well as Thursday, Oct. 21. Tickets
are $6 for students and $8 for faculty and staff.
Contact Megan Joiner at mkjoiner@liberty.edu.
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Politics: Pastors learn to use the law
Continued from page 1

While the Church at
Pierce
Creek
in
Binghamton, N.Y., did lose
their tax-exempt letter
after they purchased fullpage advertisements in
two nationally distributed
newspapers opposing former Gov. Bill Clinton for
president, Staver said the
loss of their tax-exempt
letter was "symbolic."
"A church is automatically tax-exempt," Staver
said, "with or without a
predetermined tax-exempt
letter."
While churches as corporate entities cannot
expressly
endorse,
fundraise for or contribute
to political candidates,
churches have the right to
JASON POPE engage in many other

5K race raises revenue for orphanage
By Linda Laferriere
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty University's second annual
5K race will be held on Saturday, Oct.
9 at 8:30 a.m.
The proceeds from the race will benefit the orphanage in Llano Verde,
Guatemala. "The race is a good way
for Liberty to open itself up to the
community and let them look us over,
and it's a good way to share God's
love," said Dr. David Towles, one of
the chaperones of the missions trip.
Individuals who prefer to participate in the "Fun Run" instead of the
5K need to be at the university track by
8 a.m. The Fun Run is a one-mile
race, and will not be as competitive as
the 5K, which is a 3.2 mile race.
The 5K race starts and ends at the

track. Runners will go through the
tunnel connecting to Campus East,
around the circle and down the road
that goes behind the Schilling center.
LU students will not be the only ones
participating in the 5K. Runners from
the community are also expected to
compete.
Towles started the 5K race to benefit
the orphanage in Guatemala after his
mission trip in 1999. The orphanage
has grown from 30 to 50 orphans and
needs financial support.
"All of the proceeds will be going to
help bring the orphanage, food, clothing and shelter," said Richard
Gretsky, director for the 5K race.
Anyone wanting to run may show
up at the track with their $18 registration fee.

Debate: Panel probes questions
Continued from page A1

Cronrath went on to say that he
supports troops being sent into Iraq
under Bush's administration wholeheartedly. "My father was in one of
the World Trade Center towers on
9/11," Cronrath said.
SGA President Jeremy Roberts
supported the local representative's
debate.

"I came to the event to further
educate myself about the presidential candidates. I think this debate
will give me a grasp of how candidates do on their feet," Roberts
said.
"I think it is imperative for people
to be involved in politics. As
Christians, we need to be educated
on all realms, including politics, as
seen in Dr. Falwell
himself."
Sophomore Anna
Chaffins invited an
undecided friend to
come with her to
watch the debate.
"I think it is imperative to learn about
both political parties,
even though I do
support
Bush,"
Chaffins said.

ADAM BISHOP

TALKING POINTS — Democrat Rob Daniel (left) and Republican
Ben Summers exchange opinions over the presidential debate.

Contact
Linda
Laferriere at Idlaferriere@liberty.edu.
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provide free legal assistance to any church whose
tax-exempt status was
challenged because of
political
activity.
"Especially anyone in West
Virginia," he said, adding
that he looks forward to
the opportunity to challenge West Virginia's laws.
Although
journalists
may have left disappointed, pastors, church leaders
and students in attendance did not. "We have a
lot more freedom than
we've been told," said Ned
Stephens, a'church helper
from
Reidsville Bible
Chapel in Reidsville, N.C.
Senior
government
major and pre-law student
Brandon Osterbind agreed
that fear was a culprit
behind the silence in many
churches.
"A lot of

Continued from page A1

Send form to: The Liberty Champion, 1971 University &M., Lynchburg, VA 24502
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Contact
Angela
Franulovish
at
afranulovich@liberty.edu.

"A typical jump takes from 40
seconds to a minute," Winwood
said. "Our jump took 23 seconds."
Despite the pressing situation,
Winwood said initially she did not
panic.
"I thought 'this can't be happening to me'," Winwood said.
Winwood and the lower jumper
tried to escape the entanglement,
but their efforts were to no avail.
The instructors called to the students through megaphones, telling
them to pull their reserve parachutes.
"Activating the reserve is always
a last resort," Winwood said.
"That's when the panic set
in...unfortunately, because of the
angle we were falling at and the
speed, our reserves didn't open."
Winwood could hear the wailing
sirens of ambulances rushing to
the scene. Through the din, she
heard her instructors telling her
platoon to face the woods, putting
their backs to the jumpers. '
The impending impact apparently could be brutal, even fatal.
"The last thing I remember hearing was 'put your feet and knees
together and brace yourself,"
Winwood said.
Then, when the student still
strapped into his parachute was
approximately 50 feet from the
ground "his parachute opened just
enough to break the fall from 500
feet to 50 feet with extra momentum and then I fell the remainder."
Winwood was knocked unconscious when her head hit the
ground. She was taken to a hospital where the medical staff discovered she had a third degree concussion and a severe contusion in her
lower spine.
Despite the injuries, Winwood
was still able to "get her wings."
Despite her parachute failure the
day before, she was allowed to
graduate because of the criteria of a
successful jump.
"A successful jump is any jump

you live to talk
a b o u t , "
Winwood said.
"If you complete five of
them, you'll
get
your
wings."
T h o s e
a r o u n d
Winwood
knew that surviving this type
of situation is
just like something
she
would do.
"She
has
always exhibited a high level
of
personal
and physical
courage, just
another day at
PHOTO PROVIDED
the office for
W i n w o o d , " WINGING IT—ROTC Cadet Katie Winwood had little time to panic
said
Maj. during the training accident over the summer.
"I learned more about myself
Robert Foy, LU's Army ROTC
and my future military experience
director.
"She just puts her heart and soul in that three weeks than I could
into everything she does," said have anywhere else," Winwood
Linda Winwood, Katie Winwood's said. "It's incomparable."
mother. "If anything, it just teachNearly 500 students started in
es her that God is in control and the company. Of those, only 356
with Him she can do anything."
jumped the fifth jump. Forty-two
Winwood said the experience girls started. Of them, 12 finished,
made her appreciate who she is. including Winwood.
"I've had the opportunity to work
She is glad to still be around to talk
about the incident and the para- with many students during my
career...and I can tell you
chute opening.
"I don't think I'd be here to talk Winwood is one of those special
about it (if it wouldn't have folks that do everything well," Foy
opened); 9.8 meters per second said. "She has that rare mix of
squared is a lot fasther than you intellect, people skills and an outstanding level of physical fitness
think," Winwood said.
Her mother believes that her that we want in our future offidaughter's safety is to be attributed cers."
to God.
Memory of this event will live on
"God has really done miracles in indefinitely for Winwood.
"I will never forget Airborne
Katie's life," Mrs. Winwood said. "I
feel like God has a special plan for School," Winwood said. "When
I've been in the military for 30
her."
years,
I'll
remember
it."
Despite her painful final jump,
Winwood would not trade anything for the experience she
Contact Richard Gretsky at
received that day.
rgretsky@liberty.edu.
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churches do not seek legal
advice because they can't
afford it," he said. But
Liberty Counsel's offer of
assistance, he added,
"takes away the fear so
that leaders can say what
they feel led by God to
say."
Stephens summed up
the motivation behind the
misleading threats issued
to pastors as "an attempt
to shut out the voice of
God."
"You just can't advance
homosexuality and abortion without shutting out
the
voice
of
God,"
Stephens said.

Win WOOd: Student survives fall from plane

Thank you tor
supporting the
Liberty Champion!

E-mail Address.

political activities, Staver
said. They can distribute
voter guides that outline
each candidate's views on
issues of importance to the
church, discuss doctrine
pertaining to each candidate's views, host voter
registration drives and
even have a political candidate preach so long as
the candidate does not
solicit votes, he said.
A church can be more
involved in lobbying,
Staver stressed. When it
comes to the Federal
Marriage Amendment and
similar
initiatives,
"churches are going to be
the critical component in
America's future," he said.
Before
the
session
ended, Staver assured
those in attendance that
Liberty Counsel would
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No more slips in the mail
submitted and confirmed electronically.
NEWS REPORTER
Explaining this change, Shackleton
Liberty is in the process of stream- said that the "current process is one,
lining its communication. Eventually not very efficient; two, time consumall student communication will be ing; three, costly; four, kills trees;
five, not very timely."
digital.
Freshmen Isabel Soria said that
"It's wonderful with all the things
we're doing," said Larry Shackleton, she was pleased to hear about the
the associate vice president for changes and believes that they will
administrative information manage- make communication noticeably
ment. "Even now, people are able to "easier and faster."
check the progress of their classes on
The administration hopes the
Blackboard."
changes will relieve the pressure on
Change in the method of commu- the postal system, avoid unnecessary
nication will impact student's deal- expense and limit the possibility of
ings with their advisers, professors mail being sent to the wrong place.
and several offices. Notices such as With the new system, communicaaward letters, student account bills tion can be instantaneous, inexpenand official notices will be handled sive and bilateral, allowing the stualmost exclusively by means of e- dents to receive information, voice
concerns and make inquiries without
mail and other electronic methods.
The request for a course substitu- having to stand in a line.
Shackleton said some of the new
tion, or a prerequisite override, will
now be electronic. This approach will communication processes will not
help students avoid long lines and take place until the spring semester.
the possibility of misplacing these "There's no particular time frame
essential forms. Appeals of every except that we will try to get them in
kind, any student information place as early as possible," he said.
changes, required academic functions such as declaration of major
Contact
Mike
Brady
at
and graduation applications will be mhbrady@liberty.edu.

Homecoming: Rain didn't dampen spirit
Continued from page A1

By Mike Brady

The fire permit only allowed for
the fire to burn until 12:15 a-m.
and by 11:30, the tall wooden
structure was less than half its
original size.
It was a great end to a great
night. But the fun didn't stop
there.
On Saturday, spirits were high
as students, faculty and alumni
sat on University Boulevard. The
Spirit of the Mountain marching
band started their routine,
marching down the main street.
Chancellor Jerry Falwell followed in a red classic Corvette,
leading the float celebration.
The floats were colorfully and
MATT TRENT
creatively decorated. Every float WHEELIE—Liberty students went all out for Saturday's homecoming parade. This studthrew candy out into the crowds dent shows off his four-wheeling skills during the parade.
of people and children ran
around picking up the treats.
Among the highlights was the float contest. The Liberty hockey "This is where we met, and it
intramural sports staff leading a team rode by on a fire truck, and means very much to us."
[„
piglet down the road and an all- several team members followed
A sudden downpour soaked,
terrain vehicle rolling down the on mini motorbikes.
bystanders and parade particistreet propped on two right
Alumni Saul and Johanna pants. However, the weather
wheels. The College Republicans Hernandez returned to Liberty cleared in time for the football,
arrived with a large sculpture of University, having graduated in game.
r->
an elephant, painted red and the 1980s.
blue.
"We're excited to be here, espeContact Joanne Tang at
Several dorms competed in the cially with our boys," they said. jtang@liberty.edu.

Get your tickets now for
DISNEY'S

and the

AST

Presented by LU Theater
TICKETS SOLD AT:
Lloyd Theater Box Office
Mon-Fri 11 a.m.—3 p.m.
For More Info: 582-2085

©

Students $6
Faculty/Staff $8
Adult $10
Child (12 and under) $5

MATT TRENT

MATT TRENT

RAIN ON MY PARADE — The downpour did not extinguish the homecoming flame on Saturday afternoon. LEFT — Guys from dorm
18-2 spend the day tailgating prior to the big game. RIGHT—Spectators race for cover after a sudden storm soaks the parade.

e

SKIP THE MALL

w
%

©

PAINT IT ALL !!!!

All Fired Up • A Paint Your Own Pottery Studio !
10% off with your Liberty ID until 10/30/04 !
Group rates available
Boonsboro Rd next to Kroger
384-0004
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Commentary
A national sales tax
could benefit country

IGOR, 1 TVUNK
we've FOUND A
CUBE FOR

i

i Every year on April 15,
would prevent the poor from
Americans allocate millions
buying the basic necessities
of man hours to filling out
of life, but the NRST would
page after page of federal
actually be beneficial for
income tax forms. Rep. Dick
Americans below the poverty
Armey, R-Tex., estimated
line. Instead of giving tax
that Americans fill out
refunds to these people, the
enough paper work to circle
government would give
the earth 28 times if laid end
rebates based on their estito end. In addition to this,
mated level of spending.
Americans will pay the gov- robertsisk
They would receive a check
ernment nearly a quarter of
equivalent to the 23 percent
all of their earnings, meaning that all of the of taxes that most people below the poverty
money you made from January to March is line would have paid in.
going to the government. There are also bilAnother advantage to the NRST is everylions of dollars in hidden taxes that one will have to pay. Illegal immigrants
Americans pay when they purchase goods, would be contributing to the government
such as tax on tin and shipping. All of these whenever they went to the supermarket and
taxes are sucking the life out of the econo- the thousands of tourists that visit the states
my.
every year would also have to contribute just
Rep. John Linder, R-Ga., sponsored an by making purchases. Internet shoppers
act that would abolish all of the current who buy US goods would also be paying the
taxes, such as gift tax, death tax and income NRST.
tax, and replace them with a 23 percent
By changing the taxation structure, the
national retail sales tax (NRST). Proponents NRST would grant more power to the states
say, the NRST would allow Americans to taking it from the federal government.
receive their entire — — — ^ — — — ——————— States would be in
paycheck, and then
charge of handling the
tljey would only have
"There are also billions taxes that were
td pay taxes on goods
received. The federal
of dollars in hidden
a<id services that they
government would pay
consume. While critics
taxes that Americans
the states a handling
of the NRST believe
fee, which would cause
tHat it would make pay when they purchase state taxes to decrease.
goods more expensive goods such as tax on tin The IRS would be disalter you tack on the 23
solved and each state
and shipping."
percent, actually the
would create departopposite would hapments in charge of colpen. Prices on goods would remain about lecting and organizing the collected taxes,
the same if not lower than they are now creating jobs across America.
because manufacturers would not have to
Will such a bill ever pass? Currently, it
pay taxes to produce the good, and retailers does not look favorable for the Fair Tax Act
would not have to pay taxes to buy the good of 2003. Many senators do not support the
for sale. It is estimated the consumer pays act because it would give so much power to
25 percent in taxes for everything that they the states, but as with any legislation the
purchase after all of the hidden taxes are power of letters has passed many bills. So if
taken into account. So consumers would be you support this act, write your representaa^>le to keep their entire paycheck, and tives and let them know.
prices would not go up.
Contact
Robert
Sisk
at
Critics also complain that the NRST rjsisk@liberty.edu.

LISTEN UP!
IT'S YOUR T U R N TO DECIDE
I • An Associated Press story from
•CNN.com reported that the Institute of
'Medicine is calling for a "wide-ranging
jeffort" to combat the epidemic of child;hood obesity. Concerned groups suggested
|that "schools, food makers, government
I agencies and families" cooperatively seek
! to reverse this trend.
• A portion of the Patriot Act regarding
'surveillance was struck down by U.S.
District Judge Victor Marrero last week
•according to a Reuters story on Yahoo
News. The suit had been filed by the ACLU
which argued that the provision was too
broad.
• During a speech last Saturday, Coretta
Scott King, the widow of Martin Luther
King Jr., said that everyone in a democra-

cy should be given the right to vote including convicted felons.
• A Newsweek GeNext poll shows that
Kerry and Bush are now tied in the minds
of young voters, MSNBC reported. The last
GeNext poll, conducted a month ago, had
Kerry with 50 percent of the youth vote,
and Bush with 41 percent.
• Peace Activist Jerry Rubins is going on
a hunger strike in the hopes of persuading
Ralph Nader to drop out of the race for
president according to Foxnews.com.
• At least 11 states have constitutional
marriage amendments on their November
ballots this year. Such amendments seek
to prohibit same-sex marriage according
to an article on Foxnews.com.

GuwMirry.
i r s cma> A GRAIN <* SWAMP ONE SMOUP TAKE IT UPoN
ANY ENCOJNTW WITH AN/THING
I^DIA-ROAm

JONATHAN PARRISH

letter
to the

editor
Wait for "the one"
Heartbroken was I to read the article, "The One and Only." I was saddened to
recognize the author's disgust and misunderstanding of acquiring one's mate.
Indeed the Bible never spells out instructions to "hunt for the one person who is
meant for us," yet it reveals the nature of the Almighty God. It is from this nature
which we are able to understand how He orchestrates our lives and relationships.
The Garden of Eden is an apt beginning, for God creates man, realized he had no
suitable helper and then creates woman. God created man, woman and marriage
before any other institution, thus it is He who is more than capable of fashioning
our relationships to His amazing design.
God is the Author of love; moreover, God is love (1 John 4:16). If anyone is to
entertain the idea of love, it cannot be apart from God's conception. To think that
the God we serve would create a multitude of suitors to choose from is more illogical than believing there is one individual prepared by God's providence. God numbers the hairs on our head, provides for the sparrow and even clothes the grass of
the field with more splendor than Solomon (Matt. 6:25-34). Consequently, He says
He will provide all our needs, even when it comes to the provision of a mate.
God is more equipped than any of us to form an incredible love story. It is
because of this that we indeed must wait patiently and faithfully for "the one" He
has for us, the one He has been preparing until His time. God does give us free will,
but we should gladly submit our will to His plans for our lives and not our own. He
will bring "the one" into our path as we follow unreservedly after Him.
We must not forget that our Lord says in John 10:27, "My sheep shall hear my
voice.. .and they follow Me." Therefore, don't worry over the "aha" moment or how
to be certain of "the one." God promises to reveal His plan to us and He is faithful.
Therefore, let us cast all our trust upon the Author and Perfector of our faith who
will compose our own individual love stories. For He has a great and vast plan for
each of His children, may it unfold before us all to His delight and glory!
Scott Anthony Williams

Embryo use is unnecessary for research
In order to research and use embryonic type of stem cell are barely in their infancy. It would be wise to
; The topic of stem cell research has caused
stem
cells, the embryo is allowed to develop make a policy now against using embryonic stem cells, and
qtiite a controversy over the past couple years
into a blastocyst through cell division for five instead to pursue completely adult stem cell research, as well
because it is a scientific discovery with nearly
to sue days, then the stem cells are harvested as uses of cells from umbilical cords and bone marrow.
endless opportunities, but in some cases it also
and the rest is discarded according to inforPresident George W. Bush has already done what he can to
requires the destruction of human life.
mation from the International Society for prevent further destruction of human life for stem cell
Stem cell research is also a topic that many
Stem Cell Research Web site. Each of these research. In 2001, he decided to no longer federally fund
people may not fully understand. Simply put,
embryos that are discarded are human life, not research using embryonic stem cells and wishes instead to
according to the National Institutes of Health
just capacity for
fund other more ethical forms of
Web site about stem cell research, these are
"""""~^~""""• — ~""" research in the hopes that medical
cells that are capable of becoming many differlife, but human life
breakthroughs will follow behind.
ent types of cells in the body. It is their capaci- juiiaseymour
itself. As Christians,
ty to become different cell types that has given
we believe that life "Embryonic stem cell research But in the private sector, there are
still many scientists pursuing
such hope for medical research. Stem cells are being used to begins at the moment of conception,
should be discontinued
embryonic research.
develop cell therapies for various illnesses.
and taking that newly conceived
because, although there is
Stem cell research is still in the
A Web site from the Stem Cell Research Foundation person's life away is wrong.
explains that cell therapies use stem cells to grow new cells that
In addition to embryonic stem
great possibility for medical infancy stage, with as much potential for discoveiy and miracles as for
can replace dying cells in the body and have the potential to cell research being an unethical
discovery, it is unethical
harm and destruction. People must
help cancers and many other types of diseases.
practice, it may prove to be an
decide that in this case, the end
because it requires the
However there is some stem cell research that should not be unnecessary one. Scientists already
does not justify the means. They
practiced. Embryonic stem cell research should be discontin- know how to harvest adult stem
destruction of embryos."
must pursue the most ethical forms
ued because, although there is great possibility for medical dis- cells from different parts of the body _
of research and forego the lesser
covery, it is unethical because it requires the destruction of said the International Society for
ones.
Embryonic
research
must end in respect for the earliest
embryos. A second reason to discontinue this practice is that Stem Cell Research. While it is believed that adult stem cells
stages
of
human
life
because
all life is worthy of that treatment.
njsearch using adult stem cells, cells taken from bone marrow are more limited in their ability to become other types of cells,
Contact
Julia
Seymour
atjaseymour@liberty.edu
aad placentas, can be examined and used without the destruc- scientists are only just beginning to study their use, and there
tion of life.
is much room for discovery. Most cell therapies using either
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Opinion

'There are terrible people who cause our furry friends to die
that way every day. And guess what? One of those terrible
people is your mommy. Your mommy kills animals!"
"Your Mommy Kills Animals"
PKTA'S NKW COMIC FOR KIDS

Horrifying kids
PETA's campaign hits new low
People for the Ethical
Ingrid Newkirk, president of PETA, explains the stratTreatment of Animals vic- egy of the campaign: "Children can't look up to a mom in a
timizes children and tears battered-raccoon hat or a crushed coyote collar. Maybe
away at the family struc- when they're confronted by their own children's hurt looks,
ture that America strug- fur-wearers' cold hearts will melt."
gles to uphold. This is
Is hurting one's children really an appropriate way to
most evident in its child- appeal to fur wearers? Absolutely not. The morality of the
targeted comic campaign, fur industry is hardly as cold-hearted as PETA's under"Your Mommy Kills Ani- handed campaign to stop it. Not only that, but Newkirk's
mals!" Though their support for this garbage is littered with slippery slope and
advertising
strategies and overgeneralization fallacies. She is asserting that mothers
jasonpope
demonstration stunts have in fur cannot be role models and fur wearers have cold
long been an issue of concern for many, none strike quite hearts. This is simply false.
as low as this.
In addition to disturbing children's minds, the comic
PETA describes its own campaign on furisdead.com: uses horror and poor logic to pit child against parent. Con"Kids will see the bloody truth behind their moms' preten- sider this quote from its online format: "Ask your mommy
tious pelts. Accompanied by graphic photographs of how many dead animals she killed to make her fur clothes.
skinned carcasses and animals languishing on fur farms, Then tell her that you know she paid men to hurt and kill
children will read: 'Lots of wonderful foxes, raccoons, and the animals. Everyone knows. And the sooner she stops
other animals are kept by mean farmers who squish them wearing fur, the sooner the animals will be safe. Until then,
into cages so small that they can hardly move. They never keep your doggie or kitty friends away from mommy—she's
get to play or swim or have fun. All they can do is cry—just an animal killer!"
\ so your greedy mommy can have that fur coat to show off
Convincing a child that a parent is an enemy to be feared
\ in when she walks the streets.'"
in order to push one's agenda is evil and murderous to the
\
This disgusting plot is just one of PETA's many family structure. Inappropriate and shameful do not even
\ attempts to stop the fur industry. However, PETA is begin to describe the comic's despicable questions such as,
\ doing much more through this comic than encourag- "How would you feel if someone took away your kitty or
\ ing pleather and faux: it is breeding distrust in the puppy, stomped on their head, and ripped their skin off
hearts of children and propagating fear to the their bodies?"
most sensitive members of our society.

The Boston Herald reported child psychologist Dr. Carolyn Newberger's comments on the comic book push: "It's
using children in the worst possible way. If (the activists)
want to legitimately work to protect animals from destruction for fashion, they have every right to. But to do so by
targeting children and making them feel their mothers are
murderers is absolutely unconscionable."
Among PETA's other campaign efforts is the series of
"I'd rather go naked than wear fur" advertisements where
women are shown in nude poses protesting the fur industry. Also, PETA has sponsored organized runs where participants are said to have "bravely disrobed" and sprinted
through the streets. Though I am sure that these shenanigans caused a highly desired level of public awareness and
attention, it is important to note that there is a stark difference between a brave stance for what is right and a brazen
disregard for decency.
PETA fights to save the bodies of animals by exploiting
the bodies of women. PETA fights for the well-being of animals at the expense of our society's children. As it continues to glorify animals as number one on its priority list,
how low will humans descend?
It is clear through PETA's actions that neither the dignity of women nor the precious innocence of children is
worth valuing. Rather, the children are worth destroying if
a single woodland creature can be saved. Pushing an
agenda by attacking children: PETA's focus is way out of
line.
Contact Jason Pope atjdpope@liberty.edu

JASON POPE

SpeakU
| 3 * If you could do anything, what would you do?

"Make videos and direct
movies that take a powerful
stand for the Lord to reach
youth and adults today."
—Bethany Larsen, Fr.
Voluntown, Conn.

"Hide out in Jerry's
Suburban for a week."

-Josh Tudor, Sr.
Richmond, Va.

"Start up a charity organization that would take the
unemployed off the streets,
give them jobs, a home, a
hope and Jesus Christ."
—Jonathan Fitter, Jr.
Huntsville, Ontario

"Follow Jesus around for a
week."

—Amanda Taylor, Fr.
Chesapeake, Va.

"Be able to run in a
marathon next semester
and continually get better."

-Katelyn Fitter, Fr.
Huntsville, Ontario.

"Preach the gospel as the
President of the United
States."

—Jeffrey Hesson, Jr.
Beverly, Ohio SUSAN WUITU'.Y

e Bottom Line
acDougal
talks abollf nis
success in crosstsounti
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Pat Doney talks
about a few other
mascots worth
being quiet about.
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LU runs over defending champs
By John Davis
SPORTS REPORTER

The road to the Big South championship now goes through Liberty University. After three straight years of late
mishaps, the Flames were able to hold on
to beat the Gardner-Webb Bulldogs 17-9
on Saturday night.
The Flames would come out on fire in
the first quarter, as the first five plays were
all near-touchdown runs for Eugene
Goodman and Sam Gado. The drive
would stall at the Bulldog five-yard line
and Coach Ken Karcher opted for the 23yard field goal by Zacry Kolegue. The

drive would take seven minutes off the
clock.
The next two drives would see bothh
teams punt before Gardner-Webb began
to show flashes of brilliance on offense.
Quarterback Nick Roberts' throw on third
and long would ricochet off the hands of
Erick Harris and into the hands of the
Bulldogs' Aaron Richardson to put the
ball inside the Flames red zone.
The defense would hold strong andd
force a field goal attempt from 33 yards
out that fell short to keep the Flames up
3-0 in the second quarter.
"We watched more film this week,"
saidjunior defensive back Jared Brogden.

"We were a lot more prepared, and the
coaches kept it simple. I think we did a
great job together."
The game would go into a defensive
stalemate in the second quarter with both
defenses playing well. Late in the first half,
Gado would come up big on the third play
of the drive and broke away for a 79-yard
run to give the Flames a 10-0 lead heading into the half.
"It was humbling to be welcomed
back," said Gado. "The offensive line was
just opening holes and all I had to do is
run. They did an amazing job."
Please see CHAMPS, Page B3

MATT TRENT

SUSAN WHITLEY

NOT SO FAST—Jordan Alford takes Nick Roberts of Gardner-Webb's for a ride, sacking
him late in the fourth quarter of the Flames 17-9 win over the Run n in' Bulldogs.

PRAYING FOR THEIR FALLEN TEAMMATE—The Flames gathered around in a circle to pray for Eugene Goodman as he was being taken off the field
with a broken leg. The injury came after a 41-yard run by Goodman.

Another
win for
McDougal

Men's soccer loses
tight game to ASU

By Evan Falat

SPORTS REPORTER

By Brian Chidester

SPORTS REPORTER

Leading up to last Friday's Nike Race of Champions at the Great American
Festival in Cary, N. C, Josh
McDougal had been more
than impressive in his first
year of collegiate running as
he had won his first three
meets of the year. On Friday,
McDougal faced his toughest competition of the year
and once again added
another victory to his
resume, with Friday's win
being his most imposing of
the year.
Running against some of
the best teams and runners
in the nation, including #6
Michigan and #8 North Carolina State, McDougal ran a
smart and tough 8K race to
win the Race of Champions
in a time of 24:00.91.

SUSAN WHITLEY

A BIG WIN!- Abby Mott and the Lady Flames find themselves undefeated in Big South play after beating Winthrop on
Saturday 2 - 1 .

Lady Flames remain perfect
in Big South Conference play
ByMegsFatkin
SPORTS REPORTER

Please see McDougal, page B2

Life At
Liberty
Football
vs. William & Mary,
Sat. 7 p.m.

Volleyball
vs. UNC Asheville,
Tues. 7 p.m.

Men's Soccer
at UVA, Wed. 7 p.m

Ladies Soccer
vs. VCU, Tues. 7
p.m.

The Liberty women's soccer team played
back-to-back away games this weekend in what
would prove to be a true test of the Flames fitness
and mental strength. After picking up an overtime win at Winthrop, Liberty traveled to Longwood and defeated the Lancers 2—1.
On Friday, the Flames headed down to Rock
Hill, S.C., to take on the Winthrop Lady Eagles, a
perennial conference foe. Liberty took an early
lead as freshman Brittney Bench found herself
with some room at the top of the Eagle's box and
fired a shot past the Winthrop goalkeeper.
Bench's goal in the 20th minute was thefirstof
her career and gave the Flames the ever-important early lead.
The 1—0 score would stand until the 68th
minute when Winthrop striker Ashley Hallmon
collected a rebound from Liberty goalkeeper
Natalie Mayer and directed the ball into the back
of the net. The Flames had multiple chances, but
were unable score again, leaving the score at 1—1
at the end of regulation.
After losing to George Mason in the first four
minutes of overtime last week, Liberty knew
what they had to do to win. Less thanfiveminutes into the first overtime period, Flames mid-fielder Alaina Hohnarth sent a dangerous corner
kick into the box. Freshman Tanya Payne
worked to get herself on the end of that cross and
headed the ball into the back of the net. Payne's
first goal as a Flame was scored at the 94:25
mark and gave the Lady Flames a huge win in
Big South Conference play.

"I knew we needed a goal," said Hohnarth,
"and if I put the ball in the right spot, my teammates would followthrough."
The victory brought Liberty's record to 2—0
in conference play. It was thefirstovertime victory for the Flames in the last three years.
"Winning in overtime proved that we have
the physical and mental stamina to step up and
win the game when we need to," said Hohnarth.
Liberty, still recovering from their intense
game the day before, went to Farmville, Va., on
Saturday to take on the Longwood Lancers. In a
close battle that could have gone either way, Liberty scored two goals in the first half that would
give them the victory.
The first goal came as senior Liz Rudolph
redirected the ball into the net off a cross from
junior Rachel Bendzlowicz in the 17th minute of
play. Rudolph's goal was herfirstof the season
and once again allowed the Lady Flames to play
from that ever-comfortable position of having an
early lead.
Liberty added a second goal, and the gamewinner, sue minutes later when sophomore
Mandee Judd scored herfirstgoal of the season.
Judd broke through the Lancers defense and
slipped the ball past their keeper to give the girls
the 2—0 lead. The Flames would never look
back.
The Lancers battled until the end and were
able to sneak a goal past Flames goalkeeper
Sonia Rodriguez in the 90th minute, but Liberty
would hold on for the victory.
Liberty returns to action Tuesday night as
they play host to the Virginia Commonwealth
Lady Rams. Kickoff is setfor7 p.m. at the Liberty
soccer field.

The Liberty men's soccer team entered homecoming weekend coming off a conference victory but were handed their fifth
loss of the season by Appalachian State University, 3—2, at Liberty Soccer Stadium.
Playing without all-conference selections Osei Telesford and
Darryl Roberts, the Flames were led by senior midfielder David
Guinn who scored the Flames' first goal and assisted the second.
Liberty scored early in the 10th minute of play as Guinri
struck a ball from therightside of the box, beating Appalachian
State's goalie and giving the Flames the lead, 1—0.
However, their lead did not stand long. Mountaineers midfielder Corey Lugger found forward Matt Breeding inside the
box. Breeding slotted the ball into the net to tie the game, 1—1.
The Mountaineers took the lead in thefirstminute of the second half as Lugger found the net himself, this time by finishing
the ball from the center of the penalty box, giving Appalachian
State the 2—1 lead.
The Flames battled back and tied the match when freshman
forward Toby Lewis headed in a Guinn indirect kick.
The game stayed tied until the 73rd minute when
Appalachian State forward Carter Parish struck a direct kick
past Liberty goalkeeper Kevin Mahan.
The Flames continued to battle but were not able get another
goal and the gamefinished3—2 in favor of the Mountaineers.
"It's disappointing to outplay our opponents and still not
win, but you have to look at the positives," senior Adam Godwin
said. "Five freshman played and all of them did really well...so
I was really proud of the young guys who stepped up and filled
the gaps left by our big-name players today."
Earlier in the week, the Flames traveled to Lexington, Va.,
for a Big South match up versus the Virginia Military Institute
Keydets. With a dramaticfinish,Liberty was able to come away
with a 3—2 victory.
Please see SOCCER, page B2

SUSAN WHITLEY

THEY WIN AGAIN — Jon Burklo and the Flames Soccer team beat VMI 3 — 2 .
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McDougal: wins fourth straight

The

Bottom

Line

As the weeks go by, I continue to wonder if those who
need to hear the advice of
this column ever actually do
read it. The "new kids on the
block wall" continue to sit,
while the people driving by
still say, "You're not cool." If
I stop one person from sitting on that wall, I will be
able to look at myself in the
mirror and say that I have
done my duty as a columnist.
Now speaking of something actually worth my
time, homecoming was this
past week and that reminded
me of the awesome schedule
of teams we play here on the
campus of LU. There is no
doubt that the cream of the
crop in marketing and
design has arrived here in
the sports world known as
Division l-AA sports. I
talked about how being
called the Flames is not one
of our school's strong points,
but there are a few other
schools that have their own
problems on their hands.
Here are a few thoughts...
Does anyone else wonder
who chooses the colors and
team name for a school?
Well, whoever picked out the
uniforms and nickname for
Coastal Carolina is probably
flipping burgers for a living
now. The "Chanticleers" (a
poetic name for a rooster)
marched their way onto our
campus last year in a crucial
football game wearing their
neon turquoise jerseys and
Coastal written across their
chest. While I'm all for wearing colors that express the
inner person within, I don't
think I could ever accept
being named something that
sounds like a sparkly light
hanging from the ceiling of a
ritzy hotel room.
There is nothing like
those tricky uniform designers that make their jerseys
look nothing like their team
nickname. For example, our
buddies at Bowling Green
beat us pretty soundly last
season... in their orange uniforms.
Birmingham Southern
brings their trickery to the
diamond. Their baseball

Continued from page B1

By Patrick Doney

team, although nicknamed
the Panthers, looks like they
require triple-A batteries to
wear the neon yellow jerseys
they sport on the road.
Finally, how about the
ever-famous Youngstown
State Penguins. They proudly marched in here last football season in their red jerseys with Penguins proudly
stretched across their chests.
Has anyone ever seen a red
penguin? How can a fan
paint a sign that says, "Go
Penguins!" and not be
ashamed?
Whether a red bird in the
Arctic, or a rooster with a
fancy French name, one
thing is common: very few
schools are proud of their
nickname. So maybe I
should take it easy on our
school mascot. I mean
Flames can be blue and red,
right? I would much rather
be called a flamer than be
confused with a sparkly light
fixture, or look like one, for
that matter.
A few thoughts from this
past weekend...
Graham Whitlock of
Gardner-Webb is maybe the
biggest punter in college
football history. While it's
obvious why he can punt the
ball 50 yards, it surpised me
at how little it took for him to
be pestered by the crowd. By
the end of the game, some of
the guys in the student section began calling him
Goldberg from the movie
Mighty Ducks, and chanted,
"Quack! Quack! Quack..."
every time he went out onto
the field. While he did punt
well all night, we had to continue to remind him that he's
a Runnin' Bulldog that looks
like he doesn't run.
I heard that a few guys
had a great idea and "helped"
our eagle take a tumble at the
game this weekend. Just
good fun right? I guess not.
The bird has a possible broken wing and might be on
the injured list for a few
weeks. Pushing over people
in big furry suits isn't cool,
and that's the bottom line.

Placing second, twelve seconds
behind, was New Mexico's Shadrack Kiptoo, who had beaten McDougal on two
previous occasions during their high
school senior year.
Michigan's Ail-American Nate Brannen, who finished 17th at last year's
NCAA Championships, was third,
twenty-five seconds behind Liberty's
McDougal.
Liberty's men's team finished in 16th
place out of 19 teams in the Nike Race of
Champions with a total score of 381
points. Evan Falat was Liberty's second
runner and he covered the course in a
time of 26:25.23, picking up seventyeighth place overall..
Running third for the Flames was
freshman Clint Jackson. Jackson ran a
time of 26:41.07 and finished in ninety-

seventh place. Jason Brown was the
Flames fourth runner, while Christian
Nichols rounded out the top five. Brown
ran a time of 27:06.11 and finished in
112th place, while Nichols was 116th with
a time of 27:17.11..
The Flames sixth and seventh finishers were Chris Lyons and Drew Ponder.
Lyons ran a 27:54.70 and finished 128th,
while Ponder was right behind in 129th
place with a time of 27:56.24.
The Lady Flames also ran this past Friday at the Great American Festival. The
girls ran in the University Seeded Race
and finished in second place overall, seventeen points behind Big South rival
High Point.
The Lady Flames top five runners
were very close together as only 65 seconds separated the first and fifth runner.
Senior Samantha Pelletier crossed the
finish linefirstfor the Lady Flames as she
covered the 5K course in 18:48.30, finish-

ing seventh overall. Sarah Roberts was
the second runner for the team and she
ran 18:56.24 and finished ninth overall.
The third finisher for the Lady Flames
was Danielle Jordan. Jordan finished the
race in twelfth place with a time of
19:06.53. Melissa Blackstone was the
Flames fourth runner, while Asia Ramey
was thefinalscorer for the Flames. Blackstone ran a time of 19:40.78 and finished
in twenty-sixth place, while Ramey was
thirty-second overall in a time of
l9:53-07The final two runners for the Lady
Flames were Carol Jefferson and Piper
Newby. Jefferson finished thirty-fifth
overall in a time of 19=57-39. while Newby
was forty-eighth in time of 20:37.74.
The Flames have the next weekend off
from competition and for their next race
will travel to East Carolina University to
race on October 16th at the Pirate Invitational.

Five Good Minutes
with Josh McDougal
By Andrew Stevens
SPORTS REPORTER

Freshman standout Josh
McDougal has more than
met expectations so far this
season as a member of
Liberty's cross country
team. Josh has won his
first three races of the season, and has been named
Big South Cross Country
Runner of the Week for two
consecutive weeks. Here's
what Josh had to say in five
minutes with our Andrew
Stevens...
Josh, what
motivated
you to come to Liberty?
I had offers from every
school I wanted to go to,
such as Ivy League schools
and Stanford. I just wanted
to stay in the center of the
Lord's will and I really felt
that He was calling me
here. I actually did not
take any visits to any other
schools.
At what point in your
life did you realize cross
country was
something
you could be successful in?
When I ran my first race
ever when I was 10 years
old. It was a Junior

Olympic race, and I did coming in that I could do
pretty well. I was pretty pretty well and win some
exhausted after the race, races. I didn't know that I
was going to win
and my parents thought I
them this easy
would quit and never do it
and run this fast
again. To their surprise, I
this early.
loved it and I have been
doing it since then.
How
has
your
relaWas there anything
tionship with
that helped you to
Christ helped
make the transition
to keep you
from high school
humble
in
to college cross
the
midst
country?
of
your
I really enjoyed
success?
moving up in distance
He
is
In high school I only
just amazgot to run 5k, and
ing. Before a
now I get to run 8k to
big race I pray
10k. I've always been a
and give Him
really high mileage guy. I
the pressure. I
did not fool around in
ask Him to help
high school; I trained pretme
to glorify Him,
ty tough. Coming to
win or lose. Christ
Liberty has just made it
helps me keep
easier because I have more
things in perspecdistance to work with. I
tive. It is not about
have been able to use that
me, it is not about
to my advantage to win
what I do. In 10 or
races.
15 years, what I
Before you arrived at
Liberty did you picture PHOTO PROVIDED d o ( r u n r a c e s ) is
yourself having this kind
going to be
of success so soon?
done. Whatever I do for
I wasn't sure. I knew Christ is left.

When people look back
on your career here, how
do you want them to
remember you?
I want them to remember me as a great athlete
who loved the Lord and
tried to stay in the center
of His will.
If you could sum up
Josh McDougal in one
word or phrase
what
would it be?
So far, I would say committed. I try to be really
dedicated whether it is
going to church, doing my
devotions, hanging out
with friends or at (cross
country) practice. I like to
have fun and goof off too.
How far do you see
yourself going in your
track career?
Lord willing, I would
love to make the Olympics
someday. I just missed the
Olympic trials this year. I
was just a tick too slow in
my event. In four years or
eight years, hopefully I can
be in the Olympics and
running professionally. It
is all up to the Lord.

Soccer: Men beat VMI Keydets
Continued from page B1

The game seemed to be deja vu when
VMI forward Charles Nweke scored to
give the Keydets a 1-0 lead. This was the
case when the two teams met last fall as
Nweke was able to give them the 1-0
lead at Liberty Soccer Stadium.
However, the Flames answered back
quickly as Darryl Roberts blasted a shot
past an off-balanced Thomas Upton to
knot the match at 1-1.
Just three minutes later, freshman
Kyle Cupid volleyed in a rebound in

front of the goal to give the Flames their
first lead of the game.
VMI fought for most of the game and
due to the aggressive defense led by senior Adam Godwin and junior goalkeeper
Kevin Mahan, the Flames diverted the
Keydets' attack.
Mahan was tested throughout the
match making three saves, but no save
was bigger than his penalty kick stop
with 10 minutes left in the match to keep
the Flames ahead, 2-1.
However, with just two minutes left,
VMI forward Thurman Parker finished

a rebound off the Keydet corner kick to
make the score even.
With the game tied at 2-2, overtime
seemed evident but in dramatic fashion,
freshman Kyle Cupid volleyed in a close
rebound to give the Flames the 3-2 victory with only a minute remaining in the
match.
Liberty's next match will be played in
Charlottesville, Va.. The Flames (5-5-1,
2-1 BSC) will face nationally ranked
University of Virginia (7-2-0,2-0 ACC)
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday at Klockner Stadium.

Summer May
be Over...
...but
that doesn't
mean your tan
has to be
$24.99
One month unlimited in our 32 bulb bed
(with college ID)
UmitedTimeOnty

Beef Tips w / Onions vOven Fried Chicken • Honey
Baked Ham • Fried Flounder

Side, cities

utcut^c:

Whipped Potatoes • Green Beans • Stuffing • Cole Slaw
• Cinnamon Apples • Biscuits • Fruit Cobbler w/ Ice
Cream • Assorted Beverages
All items offered for one inclusive price {tax included)
Adults S12.00 • Children under 12 $6.00 • 2 and under FREE
Hows: Wed Sat 4:30*30 PM
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C h a m p s : Liberty beats Gardner-Webb
Continued from Page B1

field. Goodman would compile
with 117 yards to finish his recordbreaking streak at eight consecutive games with over 100 yards
rushing.
"Injuries will occur. Even
though (Goodman) has a broken
leg, I think our team really rallied

around him and finished the game
as a team," said Karcher. "We have
Unfortunately, Goodman went
a very heady group who have been
down after a 41-yard run. He and
through some things. He'll be
Ail-American
safety
Mario
greatly missed, but I don't think
Williams got tangled up on the
we'll suffer a major drop in talent."
sideline after the run and both
Right before the half Paul Troth
would have to be carted off the
would connect with Wynton Jackson to put the ball on the Bulldogs
30. Travis Johnson would miss the
47-yard field goal to keep the score
at 10-0 for the half.
On their second drive of the
third quarter, Roberts would get
his first big play on the night connecting with Richardson to put the
ball on the six yard line. Threeplays later Harold Wells would
score from one yard out to make
the score 10-6 after the missed
extra point.
"They're much improved this
year," said Bulldog's quarterback
Nick Roberts. "Even when they got
up 10,1 thought they would give us
an opportunity to get back in the
game. They made plays when they
had to and they deserved this win."
On the ensuing drive, Marcus
Hamilton would put the ball on the
ground while fighting for extra
yardage, giving the Bulldogs back
the ball on their own 48-yard line.
The defense would again hold and
force a punt, but the All-American
SUSAN WHITLEY
GADO HAVE IT!- Sam Gado carries the ball into the end zone for the game-winner against punter Graham Whitlock would
put the Flames on their own fiveGardner-Webb.

yard line.
After two stalled drives by both
teams, Kenneth Kemp and Chris
Green both had huge blocks to set
up a 57-yard punt return by Brogden, the longest of the season for
the returner.
The offensive drive would stall
and Mark Lucado's long snap to
punter Noah Crouch was too low to
handle, and the Bulldogs would get
the ball on the Liberty 40. The
defense would again hold and force
a 46-yard field goal attempt that
Hunter Smith would convert to
make the score 10-9 with 9:31 left
in the fourth quarter.
The game's defining drive would
start at the Gardner-Webb 32-yard
line with 5:23 left in the fourth
quarter. On the second play of that
drive, defensive back Jordan
Alford would knife into the backfield and nail Roberts for a loss to
make it third and 10.
"I knew coming into the game
that I would be counted on to make
a difference in the run game,"
Alford said. "I even switched over
to linebacker gloves before the
game so I could get more physical
with my hands. He ran my side and
I just finished the play."
The Bulldogs would be forced to
punt, and on the first play of the
drive, Gado would find space and
would break 50 yards up the mid-

dle. Three plays later he would find
the end zone from three yards out
to make the score 17-9 after
Kolegue's extra point.
"I have confidence in all of our
running backs," said senior captain
Sean Boyle. "I don't think we lose a
beat at running back because as an
offensive line, we've gelled. It felt
good to finally win the big one."
With less than two minutes left,
Roberts would go to work after the
Travis Johnson kick off sailed out
of bounds. The Bulldogs would
take shots at the end zone but the
Flames secondary would hold
tough. On the fourth down
attempt, senior linebacker Nick
Vaughn would make the tackle well
short of the first down to end the
game at 17-9.
Gado would finish his career
day with 230 yards on 24 attempts
for a 9.1 yards a carry. Quarterback
Paul Troth would only complete
eight passes, but did an excellent
job of managing the game and had
no turnovers.
The Flames will return to action
at home on Saturday against a very
good William and Mary team at 7
p.m.
John Davis can be reached for
question
or
comment
at
jhdavis2@liberty.edu.

Liberty volleyball gets first Big South victory
out among all others as the one
who could dominate the net when
they wanted to. Kristin Colson
stood out as Liberty's dominating
Friday and Saturday marked
setter. Not only did she have 55
the annual Parent's Weekend for
assists, but she showed great
Liberty University's volleyball
court awareness that gave her the
program. The majority of the
ability to sneak a few kills in as
crowd was dominated by proud
well. She played a pivotal role in
parents yelling and clapping for
keeping Costal Carolina guessing
their girls. The familiar sound of
and hesitant. Jen Belk also played
encouraging parents had-to have
a big role in Saturday's game.
had a positive influence on the
Belk showed her versatility as she
Lady Flames volleyball team, as
led Liberty with 23 digs and then
they
dominated
Charleston
also led the Lady Flames with 24
Southern on Friday night winning
kills. It was the most in both catthe match 3-1 and pushing Costal
egories for either team. Belk
Carolina to the limit on Saturday
showed her court awareness as
losing the match 2 - 3 .
she would mix her powerful hits
Friday night's game against
and her dinks strategically, keeping the Chanticleers guessing all
afternoon. Also to be noted was
the aggressive play of Autum
Poorman and Janell Migeot.
Poorman, a sophomore from
Mingoville, Pa., gave a strong performance for the second night in a
row. Poorman had huge blocks
and timely spikes that were crucial to winning game two. Migeot,
a junior from Mission Viejo,
Calif., also had some very imporMICHAEL TROXEL
tant digs throughout the entire NICE BLOCK- A group of Lady Flames deny their opponent the chance to clear the bail on to their
match.
sid e of the net. They smacked the ball back across with the block.
The match was comparable to a
prizefight between two strong Flames took a close game four, but it's important to point out, in
boxers. The back-and-forth pace 30-27, to force game five. Costal the defense of the team, that the
of the game was a sign that nei- Carolina gave the final blow as it 2-13 record was due largely to the
loss of key seniors and the tough
ther of these teams were going to finished the match winning 1511.
back down. The Chanticleers took
"They never quit; they haven't schedule the girls have played so
the first swing as they won game given up," coach Shane Pinder far.
one by a score of 30-22. The said. "The only people that look at
"We've been in some real close
Lady Flames fought back with a the schedule are people outside ones and for a young team that
blow of their own, winning by the the program. Within our program has to fill three different posisame score of 30-22. Game three and our family, the kids are look- tions, and we're learning as a
was a tiring round that was tied ing to work hard every day. If you team how to win together," Pinder
12-12 at one point, but a stalled come and see them play you'll see said after the loss. "Hopefully
Liberty offensive attack gave the that they don't quit. They battle down the stretch, in these close
Chanticleers a win with a score of every point and every game."
matches, we can find a way to
30-25 and the two-games-to-one
Before this weekend, the Lady close them out."
advantage. Game four showed a Flames were in jeopardy of having
MICHAEL TROXEL
Liberty is back in action in the
Lady Flames team that was not the worst start since before 1995. Vines Center on Tuesday, Oct. 5,
BIG HIT— Jennifer Belk hits the ball through a defender. She helped spark the Flames over the
ready to give up. The rejuvenated This weekend stopped that slide, against UNC Asheville.
weekend as they defeated the Buccaneers, 3 - 1 .
By Jesse Houk

SPORTS REPORTER

1st Tunis

Charleston Southern was a display of one program having the
ability to dominate another. The
victory marked the 17th straight
time that the Lady Flames have
defeated Charleston Southern and
was also a chance for sophomore
Autum Poorman to turn some
heads with her aggressive play at
the net. She had a career-best hitting percentage of .412 and carried that style of play into
Saturday afternoon's game.
Saturday's match
against
Costal Carolina showed two teams
that were almost mirror reflections of each other. Both teams
had an extremely skilled setter
and both had a player that stood
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Bull Bucking draws student attention
By Emily Scheck

not be counting sheep'
tonight," said 21-year-old
senior Joe Bellew.
he smells
wafting
By the final set a nervous
through the cracks in
tension replaced the excited
the door hit like a tracgleam in the riders' eyes.
tor-trailer as people shuffled
Mountain Dew seemed the through the stable doors.
drink of choice as McHayes
"Standing room only, Miss,"
"Cowboy to the Core" filled
said a grandfatherly cowboy
the stables. Some riders need-'
as he stuck out his hand to
ed more stimulation than the
collect the $6 entrance fee.
song provided so they began
Latecomers squeezed into the
striking themselves across the' ;
crowd, joining the hundreds
face in preparation for their
of tanned, weathered faces
final ride.
that peered out from the
For some this was a way to <
metal bleachers.
pass the evening. For othersi
Third Eye Blind's "Semithis signified months of hard'
Charmed
Life"
blared
work. The wife anxiously
through the arena as the first
clutching her baby, the father1"
rider was announced. Uneasy
whose white knuckles gripped'
excitement escalated as the
the wooden post, the rider'
gate opened and "Bull
hunched over his bull i n '
Bucking in Boonsboro: The
prayer...tonight's ride marks
Finals" began. Determination
a significant event in their
etched across their scarred
lives.
faces as each rider mentally
"It's like stepping into;
prepared for eight seconds
another world.
Someone
tied to 1,800 pounds of fight
from the city sees rednecks'
MATT TRENT
and fury; their months of EIGHT SECONDS OF ADRENALINE—A bull tries to throw a cowboy Friday night at Bull Bucking in Boonsboro. Riders must stay on for eight seconds to qualify.
and dirt, and wonders hoW
pain and hard work finally at
anyone could live like that'
their culmination. "It's kind
But when you see the passion
of like trying to get on a tornado," said J.C.
The crowd was elated as cowboys chose buzzer sounded time and again. The stench in their eyes and the comradery amongst
Childress of the Blue Ridge Mountain three spectators to fill time before the second of manure grew strong as body heat height- competitors, you realize there is something
Bucking Bulls.
round of bull bucking. Racing to consume a ened the temperature.
more to their Southern ways," said 21-year^
The bulls came out bucking, sending rider hot dog, the three blindfolded contenders
With preparations for the third set under- old Jeremy Leary, a senior from New Jersey.
after rider to the ground in mere seconds. were asked to dance before 1,000 or more way, Mutton Bustin' began. Children of all
Receiving a kick to the face after losing his audience members. Removing the blindfolds ages were brought down to the arena for
Contact
Emily
Scheck
at
mount, the third seated rider rolled over the from the two young ladies, ecstatic spectators "Sheep Riding." The children's laughter that escheck@liberty.edu
fence, collapsing in the arms of concerned watched the final young man continue danc- filled the arena halted suddenly after a young
spectators. Paramedics on hand carried the ing, unaware of his solo performance.
girl was thrown from the sheep. She sustained
rag-doll rider away, patching up the superfiThe restless bulls were no match for riders minor cuts and bruises and was carried from
cial wounds to his face.
during the second set, as the eight-second the arena in tears of fear. "That little girl will
LIFEI RBPORTER
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Many students must choose banks
other than those available at home
By Rachel Jones
LIFE! REPORTER

hether it is the college
freshman, just dropped
off by their parents, or a
seasoned junior, working full
time at Chick-fil-a just to make
enough money to squeak by,
every student needs a bank
account to use while at school.
People have different reasons
for picking banks. Junior David
Jones chose his bank for a practical reason. "I picked my bank
because it was the same bank my
parents used." This option is
used frequently by students.
Parents often supply students
with needed funds, so the simplicity of transferring money
from one account to another is
quite attractive.
Some people just keep the
same account they have at home.
Sophomore Nicci Herbst has an
account at BB&T. She enjoys
having the same account here

W

JESSICA PADGETT

MONEY MATTERS—Students take advantage of the ATM machines in DeMoss Hall.

any circumstances, stop.
Now it's time to go inside. I'm determined
to get this done as quickly as possible. I grab
a cart and get in the zone. I tell
myself I'm Dale Earnheart Jr.
It's the throbbing, pulsing heart of the city. driving at the Daytona
It's the place to see and be seen. It's where Raceway. I'm weaving in and
Lynchburg's finest and not so finest flock to out of carts, I'm whipping
in droves. That's right. Ladies, put on your down aisles, grabbing ice
best sweat pants. Fellows, slick back the mul- cream on the right, pizza on
let. It's time for a trip to the Wal-Mart Super the left. Nobody can stop me.
center.
Then I see the obstacle that
I have a love-hate relationship with Wal- could be my demise. A
Mart. I love their prices, but I hate every- woman is trying to squelch
thing else about it. It takes me days, some- an argument between
times weeks, to hype myself up to go. I wait her three kids. One
until every last item in my cabinet has been wants Sponge Bob
used even if it means making meals com- shaped macaroni
prised of pasta and Fruit Rollups. 1 finally and cheese. The
convince myself to go when I feel faint from other wants Scooby
malnutrition.
Doo shaped nooIt all starts as soon as 1 turn into the park- dles. The third just
ing lot. There's no stop sign, but everybody in wants to be a brat. I
front of me chooses to slow down, then stop, decide to turn
then, "oh, should I go," "no you go," "no real- around, but when I
ly go ahead." Remember driver's ed? do, there's a couple
Remember how they taught you what the big arguing. It's apparred sign means? If everybody just obeyed ent that their fight
their traffic signs things would go so much over which marismoother. I would like to reiterate this point: nade to get is repreif you don't have a stop sign, do not, under sentative of much

christineprice
super center or super pain?

and at home. "It's too much
trouble to transfer everything
from home to here. I am too
lazy."
This option does not
work for some students, however, who have an account with a
bank that cannot be found in
Lynchburg. Students with this
problem face paying fees as they
pull money from any ATM they
can find.
Liberty works with Higher One
to create a financial base for students away from home. They
provide every student with a
bank card and a means for students to perform all financial
tasks that any other bank would
do. Some students do not find
this service as a help. Senior
Jenni Harris would rather have
her own account here in
Lynchburg. "I don't even have
an account with Higher One. I
have my own debit card. I just
don't see the need in having it."
It's important to know what
banks offer college students.

Bank of America, Wachovia and
BB&T are the three most used
banks. Although all three of
these banks have student^
accounts, only BB&T and^
Wachovia have free student,
accounts.
They both offer,
online banking, unlimited debit
use and 24-hour banking.
Sometimes they also offer free.
savings accounts.
Wachovia officials had some
advice for the college student, ,
"Be smart with your money.,
Looking for ways to save everyday helps build solid financial,
habits for the future."
The important thing to remember when choosing an account is
to be responsible with your
money. Oftentimes college stu^
dents don't have much money,,
which makes it even more neccessary to be careful with it and
make wise choices.
Contact Rachel
rlj0nes2@liberty.edu

Jones

at

I finish my shopping and head to the j
checkout line. I've been to Wal-Mart enough '
times to know that whichever line I choose is
going to move the slowest, so I go to the clos_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ est one. The cashier is a Nazi.
orders me to put my bags
I grab a cart and get in the zone. I tell She
in the cart. Then she tells me
myself I'm Dale Earnheart Jr.
I'm
doing
it
wrong.
"Interlock
the
bags
like a '
driving at the Daytona Raceway. I'm puzzle." I apologize for
my
weaving in and out of carts, I'm poor bagging skills and hope
whipping down aisles, grabbing ice she doesn't yell at me anymore. The dull throbbing has
cream on the right, pizza on the turned into a full-blown
headache.
left. Nobody can stop me.
I start to get excited that
thing since you never I've almost survived another trip to Walhelp." "I'm the one pay- Mart, but I know the most perilous part of
ing for this meal since my journey is yet to come—leaving the parkyou sit at home and ing lot. Since nobody bothers to obey the
watch Oprah all day." I traffic signs, I know I'm gambling with my
start to feel a slight life. I pull out and my life flashes before my
throbbing in my head, eyes. My near death experience brings me
which reminds me to closer to God. But before I know it, I'm out
get Tylenol if I can ever on Wards Road and on my way. I arrive
get out of this aisle. home, quickly take two Tylenol and vow that
Finally, the woman I'll never go to Wal-Mart again.
with the children gets
the Sponge-Bob and
Contact Christine Price at
the Scooby Doo noodles
cdcoffey@liberty.edu.
and I'm free.

deeper issues within their marriage. "I like
lemon and herb." "Well, I like chipotle and
honey." "I'm the one cooking this meal,
cleaning up afterward and doing every-
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Guatemalan government hosts two LU students
ByAlidaWotring
COPY EDITOR

n one of the top floors of the
Bancafe building overlooking
Guatemala City, two Liberty
students are seated at a table with
one of the most powerful politicians
in Guatemala. One looks at the silverware, leans over to the other,
speaking softly and hoping the man
reviewing his menu doesn't hear. "I
don't know what to use," he says to
the girl opposite him. "First of all, get
your elbows off the table!" she
replied.
Seniors Amie Graham and Aaron
Mills had no idea when they began
their internship this past summer in
Guatemala that they would end up
personal luncheon guests of the
executive secretary of Guatemala,
Eduardo Gonzalez. After Gonzalez's
personal chef suggested some of the
best entrees and the three placed
their orders, Graham and Mills were
able to speak with him at length
about the government and political
parties of Guatemala, Gonzalez's
personal life and his service to the
country.
.A luncheon with the executive secretary, or what in the United States
would be equivalent to the secretary
of state, was only part of the two students' experience in the capital of
Guatemala. It was by default that
Graham and Mills had such an
opportunity.
Originally, Graham was double
majoring in Spanish and government and had plans to intern in
Guatemala with Carlos Vargas.
Vargas owns Hope of Life, a ministry
in Guatemala consisting of an
orphanage and an elderly home.
"He's really politically involved in
Guatemala," Graham said. "He had
promised me that I could shadow
him...and he would introduce me to
important people." As it turned out,
Vargas became ill and had to return
to the United States to have an operation. "I was freaking out," Graham
said as she explained the panic she
felt when she learned that the plans
she had made for an entire month in
Guatemala had suddenly fallen
through.
.Fortunately, when the group was
pkssing out food in one of the villages, SOSEP, a social welfare organization run by the Guatemalan first
lady, was also there and Graham was
able to join that organization.
Through that, she met Gonzalez,
who invited her to the capital. Mills
became involved because Graham
needed a bodyguard and a translator
to accompany her. Though
Graham's Spanish was good, Mills
spentfiveyears in Spain and was fluent. He also joined her for security
reasons.
The students' trip began with an
invitation to meet Gonzalez, but they
hit yet another bump that would
turn out beneficial to their trip. They
had an appointment to meet
Gonzalez at 8 a.m. However, the
night before their meeting, after the
two had already arrived in
Guatemala City, the meeting was
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SPECIAL GUESTS—
Seniors Amie
Graham and Aaron
Mills were guests of
government officials
of Guatemala.
ABOVE—Mills (left)
with President Oscar
Berger (center) and
Nobel Peace Prize
winner Rigoberta
MenchuTum.
Graham and Mills
were allowed to sit
in on a cabinet meeting. RIGHT—
Graham atopthe
Presidential Palace
where only security
personnel are
allowed.
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cancelled. They
decided they would go to his office surrounded by black Suburbans and
anyways to see if he had an opening Secret Service. They passed through
in his schedule when he could see security and were given clearance
them. When Gonzalez's secretary badges, still unaware of the purpose
learned who they were, she immedi- of their visit. After following the
ately moved them to a private wait- service hallways up to a conference
ing room. Graham and Mills eventu- room in the hotel, the man said to
ally met up with another state official them, "Okay, we're going to walk
who gave them a tour of the building through this door and I need you to
and showed them a video about the act calm. In this room is every presigovernment of Guatemala and how dent from every country in Central
it works.
America."
"They felt bad for us," Mills said,
"The most awe-inspiring (part)
"so they gave us a tour of the execu- was to sit in on the meeting of all the
tive branch."
presidents," Mills said. "(It was aweAs they were getting ready to leave some) to walk through armed forces
and then through Secret Service and
for lunch, the man stopped them.
"We have to go meet my boss," he metal detectors and everything else
said, not telling them why. He then and actually go in there."
inquired if the two had IDs on them
They returned a week later and the
and they assured him they did.
Guatemalan government went to
Graham described their destina- extra measures to make sure they
tion as a beautiful hotel in the capital were comfortable, making arrange-

LOCATION

10.9

Internship Meeting. 4 p.m.
DH2013
Women's Volleyball v. UNC- Asheville,
Vines Center
7 p.m.
Campus North 1500
Shekinah Outreach Ministries
Science Hall 139
Evangelism, 7 p.m.
International Christian Fellowship,
Soccer Field
8 p.m.
Women's
Soccer
v. VCU,97a.m.
p.m.
DH 1113
CampusServe
Outreach,
Football v. William & Mary, 7 p.m.
Williams Stadium
Women's Soccer v. Birmingham Southern,
Soccer Field
2 p.m.

10.10

International Christian Fellowship, 4 p.m.

10.12

Virginia State Police Recruitment
Internship Meeting, 4 p.m.
Women's Soccer v. High Point, 7 p.m.

DH 1090
DeMoss Hall
DH2013
Soccer

DATE
10.6
10.8-9
10.15

Menchu Turn, a Mayan from
Guatemala who won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1992.
"They were talking a lot about the
conflict between the Mayans and the
Hispanics, and we got introduced to
her and that was just so cool,"
Graham said.
After the cabinet meeting, they
were taken to "the tunnel," a passageway leading from the president's
home to the Presidential Palace.
"Ask any Guatemalan and they'll
know what 'the tunnel' is," Mills
said.
"The tunnel" is legendary in
Guatemala. It was kept secret until
the 1990s when one of the presidents
was murdered. It was rumored that
he died in the tunnel. Now, only the
president and his top advisers are
allowed in the tunnel.
They then toured the Presidential
Palace, at one time the president's
living quarters, but now a museum.
They finished the day by observing
several different meetings with the
president. In one of these meetings,
the president outlined his plan to
help the poor over the next several
years.
"It was interesting to see them outline their plan and that they're actually trying to do something for the
people," Mills said. "When you're
actually in the village, all you see is
what's going on and you think the
government
doesn't
care.
Apparently, this is the first government in a while that actually cares."
During another of these meetings,
they met the American ambassador
to Guatemala and another American
student who was interning with him.
After that meeting, they went to their
private luncheon with Gonzalez.
Later that night they went to a
meeting of the president's political
party. They were able to hear the
party outline their political strategies. Again, officials had heard of
their visit and introduced themselves. The following day they sat in
on a session of Congress. Mills
described the differences of conduct
between the U.S. and Guatemalan
Congresses. During a session of
Congress in the United States, everyone is very quiet, but in Guatemala,
they are extremely vocal. "They were
chanting and booing and applauding," Mills said. "It felt like I was at a
ballgame."
Later they toured the Presidential
Palace again, including the roof,
where only security personnel
allowed to go. From the top of the
Palace, Graham said she could see
the entire city.
At the end of their visit, they spoke
with Gonzalez and discussed the
possibility of allowing Liberty students to intern there in the future.
While nothing is finalized yet, it is
considered an open door.
Graham said, "It seems so surreal
now that I'm looking back at it—all
the stuff that I was able to do. It was
amazing."

ments for them to stay in a nicer
hotel nearer to Gonzalez's office.
They went to meet him again, but
this time, they were taken first to the
president's home. Graham met the
president's wife, Wendy Berger, and
they talked about SOSEP, the first
lady's program where Graham was
working. Later, Graham and Mills
were sitting on a couch in a private
waiting room when the president,
Oscar Berger, came to meet them.
"The president just walked up to us,"
Graham said. "I had only seen him in
pictures, but I didn't really realize it
was him. (When I did) I stood up
and (Gonzalez) introduced us."
They then joined the president in a
cabinet meeting. "I was shocked just
to be sitting in a cabinet meeting
with the president and everyone
Contact Alicia Wotring
else," Mills said. Afterwards, they aawotring @liberty.edu
were introduced to Rigoberta
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EVENT
"A Night of Jazz" in the Courtyard
Campus Art Expo
JARS OF CLAY in Concert with Trevor Morgan
and Sarah Kelly @ Vines Center, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are on sale now @ the LU Bookstore,
90.9 The Light, Student Life and New Life
Christian Store
10.16
Paintball @ Master's Inn (meet @ David's
Place 8:45 a.m.)
10.19
Karaoke @ Reber-Thomas Dining Hall
10.28-31 Trip to New York City (Times Square]
11.12
JEREMY CAMP in Concert @ Vines, 7:30 p.m.
11.13
Karaoke @ David's Place
12.3
COFFEEHOUSE® 11p.m.
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